HRIST wing in the Saints, the Lisa of 
their Spirits, and the ſure Pledge, of thel 
happy Reſurrectionof their mortal Bodies. 
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ROMANS Nb 10, IT. 


If cnnisr be in you, the Body is dead, becauſe 25 Sin | 
but the Spirit is Life, becauſe of Righteouſneſs. - 
if the Spirit of him that raiſed up 500 fen From the teal 

| dwell in you; he that raiſed up Chriſt from the: Jodie 0 
ſhall al ſo quicken your mortal Ons as 15 N ty 
_ dwwelleth in you. AT. 

IF 


4 


OD who is rich in Mercy, of his 1 oy 
wherewith he loveth his choſen aan 
hath provided as for their future Hal 

| | pineſs, ſo for their preſent ahne 
Conſolation in Chriſt. And thou h iow they 1a 

be in Heavineſs, (if Need be, J "through mani 5 

Temptations, or Afflictions.---- The Lord ramus how 40 f 

liver them out of them all. And the Trial of their Bait 

which is more precious than Gold, ſhall-b& as um ö 
Praiſe, Honour and Glory at che  appearitg f Jell 

riſt. In this Chapter particularly, We. Hh fuel 

rich Diſplay of the Priviledves of true Believers as mil 

afford them abundant Matter, of Foy and Pehce | in: Belts 

-ving.” © And many of the People of Gan bare found 
«this Portion of Scripture, a welt -fpring: of. Comic 
50 "a Souls, both living and. dying.” Saith pioY 

The Aſie bat had dee complaining (in che preceedig | 
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omforts himſelf, and other true Chriſtians, with the 
Allurance of this great Priviledge, that there is no Con- 
pemnation to them. But then jubjoins their Character, 


ech not ſay that there is no Sin in them, nothing that 
elerves Condemnation, this they ſee and bewail, but 


vyered from Condemnation, and Puniſhment, becauſe 


| 1 the Lord, they ſball not he condemned with the 
4 brl : 3 . | : n 1 a 

delonging to the People of God, wherein he 
that they have a poſitive as well as negative Bleſ- 
hey are not only freed from Condemnation, 


eeir Spirits which ſhall endure, and their Bodies 


We Believets,--- They are united unto Chriſt.---If Chriſt. 


4 


In Si 


_— 


1 3 7 17. Sometimes he is ſaid to dwell in them 


he may be ſaid to be in them, or dwell in 
che Holy Spirit, who is given forth in his 


— 


laned uader the Doctrine 


In the Text the Apoſtle expreſſes two further great Pri- 


en. Sometimes Chriſt is ſaid to be in them; 
ies they are ſaid to be in Chriſt; as Verſe 1.---. 


0 As Verſe 11.---&c. It 1s not to be un- 
dat Cbriſt or the Holy Spirit dwell in them per- 


. ̃ ⅛——— ory 
ed Man, (burdened weary and ſorrowful,) on the Ac- 
ount of this Body of Death; the Corruption of his Na- 


ure. Let gives Thanks to God thro' Feſus Chriſt, for be- 
gun Deliverance. And in the firſt Verſe of this Chapter 


he walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. He 


wall not be laid to their Charge.---They ſhall be de- 


art by dying hath made Satigfaction to the, Law, and 
dex are intereſted in it. Though they may be chaſte-- 


bal Death which is due ta Sin. But they have a 


ieedſ to a never-ending Life. In the Words, — 
We may obſerve, this Deſcription or Charafter of 


did in the Vertue of his Mediation and Inter- 
Bron, "they have a Work of Regeneration wrought in 
F 0 — ö — ? 
divine Renovation of the ſeveral Faculties d 
hey partake of fuch Fruits of the Spirit, 
bits or Graces, whereby they bear a RS 
Enblanceof Chriſt, and are united to him. This mag 
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„ We are light whatis, and will be the Condit | 
of ſuch, both as to Body and Soul. | | 
. Their Body is dead., or liable to Death, it is afeail [ 
Body, as well as others; 3 it is under a Sentengd 
o Death and liable to ſuffer it--. becauſe of Sin. God 
denounc'd Death to Adam, in Caſe of Sin, Gen. 2. 17 
And the Sentence is not ſo revok d, as that the Redee | 
ed eſcape a temporal Death. 
21. The Spirit is Life, i. e. the Soul i is e ſpiri i | 
| alive, * ſhall — ought to partake of oe al Li 
becauſe of Righteouſneſs, 1. Righteouſneſs of Chriff 
* uted, NE a Principle of ee Art OY 
he Sum is, If Men are Chriſtians indeed, tho” che, 
| Bodies die, yet _ Spirits or Souls are alive, have 
divine Life wrought in them, and ſhall live foreyen 
And their Bodies 2 not periſh, but be raiſed again 
an immortal Life. Ae theſe are the 1 impol 
tant Truths, or Dofrines which are ſet before us. 
D. 1. That althaugh true Believers, of real. Chriſtian 
have Chriſt in them, yet they: are Bable to Death as well 
others, by Reaſon of- Sin. : 
D. 2. That their Spirits are ina State of Life; throuſ 8 
Righteouſneſs/3----They have a divine Life begun in thi 
which ſball-never end; their Bodies alſo; ſhall be raiſed* 
1, by the Power of: bins: commons up CHRIST: from # 
The Compaſs of: a Sermon, will allow me to ſpeak 
Sed the eſe, but too briefly, for the Nature of 
D. 1. That althoug h real Chriſtians have Chriſti in th 
or are united unto Chriſt, et they are liable to Death: as 
as Others, by Reaſon of Sin. 
This is a == Character which the Apoſtis gives of | t 
Believer, or real Chriſtian ; That ¶ Ariſt is 1 Fe 
it is plain from what preceeds i in the Chapter, 1 
the Particle rendred, /, doth not mean an uncer 
ion 3 but takes it for granted, and means the 
with, e ve — Ts as Chriſt is in you. 1 
the Words eding, he Gith Tischen Man have not 
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a of ov pry wn Di iple of Cheſt, 
or every one whom Chriſt will own for his. But 
\ re muſt be very cautious; that we do not underſtand ir 
ſuch a Manner, as ſome ignorant Perſons have arro-— 
| zantly expreſs'd, "deifying themſelves, _ nn ned 
lonouring God. 
In ſpeaking to the Dodrine, Na 
ball conſider, in what Senſs Cazisr may be faid 
0 be in Believers, of Regenerate Perſons, or they in him. 
1. Chriſt may be ſaid, to be in them objectivel): Or 
gan Object may be ſaid to be in our Senſes or F 
| brcei ving it. Chriſt is exhibited in the Holy Scriptures, . 
the glorious Object on, or about which the everal | 
Facuities of our Souls are to be employ d or exerciſed: 
ud when the Mind is divinely enlightened, to know 
be Truth as it is in Feſus. And the Vill chuſes and 
Ppraces him as he is offered in the Goſpel, and the 4f- 
ty are rightly exerciſed towards pur , then Chriſt 
be faid to be in them obje&ively. Particularly, 
1 .) As Chriſt is the Object of their Faith, their Truſt 
Confidence. When they receive the Report of- the 


opel e Tim," and yield an unfeigned 4ſſent 


eunto as the Truth of and on ſuch ſpiritual 


| nvittion, do receive and em — him in all his Offi- 


be ma 0 ſaid to be in them, as the Object their 
550 and Truſt. When their F. aith of Aent is 1 2 
= praduce Faith of Reliance or 2 4 * 

| ** May be ſaid to be in them as 


We a5 their all-ſufficient Surety and Reconciler EIA 
| brained for them Pardon, Grace. and Life. They come 
bio: God as their Reſt, the Portion and Happineſs of 
Weir Soul trough.” Chriſt who is the Fay, the Truth, 
. Chriſt is called the true Light gs ighteth 

7 that A Lig, Ken — bare 1. 9. % As 
ehh natural Li n p £0 
5 And he is ſpoken of pr 
wen re Light to 1 the —— as 2 — 


e my 80885 F of Monks 7 


0 


ok his People Iſrael. (Luke2.:32;).: As he 10 I 
Knowledge of divine Truths to them that fee 


Some , 
- 

o 
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and Refirrection of bis People.. 


Some ent huſiaſtick Perſons, not Underſtanding, have 
groſly abuſed, theſe and ſuch other Seripture Metaphors; 
boaſting of a Chriſt within, as if he were perſonally dwel- 
ling in them: When he is not ſo in the beſt Saint o 
Eatth, and in theſe, perhaps, only by ſome Convictions 
of natural Conſcience. 2s St ber Ne A TI 
Baut then Chriſt is in Men, as the true Light, when he 
opens their Underſtandings, ' to underſtand the Scriptures. 
When they plainly ſee the Ground and Reaſon of Faith, 
viz. The divine Characters of the ſacred Scriptures, --- 
The Perfeftions of Go ſhining forth in them, peculiar- 
5 the Way of our Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt ---- his 
Viſdems Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, Grace and Truth, And 
how they wondrouſly harmonize herein: As alſo the 
Exxellency of CnrtsT as Mediator, the Fulneſe and Per- 
fection of his Satisfaction and Righteouſneſs, and the 
Freeneſs and Riches of the Goſpel Offers and Protniſes : 
built upon the Faithfulneſs of God, which cannot fail. 
Thus they are drawn to Chriſt, this is the Day of God's? 
Power, their Will is gained 1: Thus Faith is expreſs'd 
by the Phraſe, of Receiving of Chriſt.---The Soul hearti- 
tily embraces him, and ſubmits to him, is willing to be 
_ wholly and forever Chriſt's, and as deſirous that Chriſt 
may be bit; to all the Purpoſes of a.-compleat  Squioury 
from Sin and Wrath. And, as of like Purport, we are 
to underſtand the Metaphor of opening the Door the 
Soul to Chriſt, Rev. 3. 20. And of bit coming in, and 
bringing divine Satisfattions and Refreſhments with him 
And agreeably the Apoſtle prays for the believing EH. 
ſiant, Chapt. 3. 12. That Crit may dl in your Hearts: 
by Faith. As by the renewed Exerciſcs of it, Beheyers 
have Chriſt graciouſly preſent with them: / enabling the 
to live a,divine Life, as he expreſſes it, Cal. 2, 2. 
2 he is the Object of their Love. This e 12 f 
companies the other; the Soul receives Chriſt with A- 
febtian and Pleaſure, Conſents aud Neſites that he ſhou!d? 
he every Thing to it, that he is offer d the ig bis gra- 
Lious Word: idm, Righteouſneſs, eee, and | 


Wemption.* The ſame divine Teaching which ! 
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them oy DEFY and Reaſon of Faith, ao alſo the 
| - Ground and Foundation of this Grace. "The Excellen- 
| | cies of Chriſt as God & as Mediator are ſuch as deſerve 
a ſuperior and ardent Love, and when the Mind is di- 
vinely enlightened to fee them, the Will is drawn to 
love him. His Excellencies are very amiable ; and they 
call him the chief of ten Thouſands, and altogether lovely. 
Love is a uniting Affection. When the Love of God is 
bed abroad in their Hearts, they are knit to Chriſt, joined 
to the Lord, as one Spirit“. M pom having not ſeen ye 
* Jove----Saith the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Pet. 1. 8. 1. e. though 
ye have not ſeen him with bodily Eyes, yet by the Eye 
of Faith, ye are drawn to love him, and ſometimes, to 
rejoice in bim with Foy unſpeakable and ful of Glory. -The 
fame Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Pet. 2. 7. To you ere pho be- 
es, be is precious. The Object of our ſincere Love is 
boten preſent in our Minds; it dwells in our Hearts. 
Thus doth Chriſt in the Hearts of true Believers. Thus 
another Apoſtle to like Purpoſe teacheth 1 Fobn 4. 16. 
„00 is 727570 and he that dwelleth in him, dwelleth in 
God, and God in him. God is eſſential and boundleſs 
] Love, and hath eminently diſplay d his Love in ſending 
een Son to redeem and fave loſt and periſhing Sin- 
mers; be chat hath a right Underſtanding of this, and 
of. the amiable Perfections of God, and thus hath his 
Heart drawn to him in ſuperlative Love, and loves his 
Creatures according to their Relation to him, and as 
they partake of his Image, and particularly his Fellow- 
Chriſtians, the Diſciples-of Chriſt, for Chrilt's Sake, and 
as: they reſemble him, ---- He dwetteth in God, and God in 
Ekim. Theſe Words are great and wonderful, and one 
Would think too high to be applied to mortal Mens; and 
Zthough.we may not be able, in our preſent State, fully 
to underſtand this myſtical Union, Fe et we are ſufficiently. 
taught in the facred Scriptures, that we may not . 
eie it to be equal, nor in ſuch Manner, as the 3 
the divine and human Nature, in the Perſon Cbriſt. F 
Ewould. be very derogatory to the Glory of the Rede 
KI — —.— — —2 * — — | 
8 eee . 
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mer. But this mutual Inhabitation muſt import ſomething 
great and excellent; as the great Condeſcention and Grace 
of God or Chriſt to Believers, and their high Relation to 
him, that he hath manifeſted himſelf to them, ſo as hehath 
not unto the World ; that he is in them as the ſupreme 
and moſt excellent Object of their Love and Complacency::- 
That there is a gracious Communion between them, the 
Impreſs of God's Love upon their Spirits; their Hearts 
united to him, or going forth to him, as the Obje& of 
their Deſires their Hopes and Happineſs. And as he thus 
graciouſly dwells in them now, ſo they ſhall e er long go 
to dwell with him forever : Arid be ſwallowed up in 
his Love. 1 . > te” ana _ 
When the Apoſtle prays for the Epheſians, that Chriſt 
might dwell in their Hearts by Faith ; He alſo adds, that 
they might be rooted and grounded in Love.---Eph. 3. 17, 
19. i. e. in Love to Chrilk, as well as one another, for his 
Sake. And in Order to this, that they might be able to! 
comprehend with all Saints, what is the Breadth, and Length, 
and Depth, and Height; and to know the Love-of Cbriſt, 
which paſſeth Knowledge, and might be filled with all the ul. 
.neſs of God.--- He magnificently repreſents the Vaſtnels,3 
Excellency and Perfection of the Love of Chriſt, and a 
paſſing Knowledge. Vet he prays that they may have ia 
real and clear a Knowledge, as all true Saints have off 
it ; and to know the utmoſt that the Saints can attain in 
this World, though there are un/earchable. Riches of Lovell 
in Chriſt. And that thus they might be filled with allthe 
Fulneſs of GOD. This is a lofry Expreſſion, it becomes 
us modeſtly to underſtand it, of God's communicating*att 
his Fulneſs, according to their Capacity, or Mea'ute 9 
N As John, ſpeaking concerning Chriſt, (Job. 
I. IO.) Faith, Of his Fulneſs have all ws received, and Grace: 
. ForGraggs So here, it may mean, that Clearneſs and Fu- 
_ ja bleage of himſelf in the Face, or Perſon of Chriſt, 
, Love 5 reſulting from it, with which 


4 


hers Believers gradually here, and. perfectly in tb 

PTT 
chriz the Object of their Zepe. Thus we 
es the Expreſſ kom the Apoſtle, Col. 1. 22.— CHI 
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in you the Hope of Glory. So 1 Tim. 1. 1. the Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt, our Hope. Here it evidently means the Object of 
the true Chriſtians Hope, as well as the Ground of it; as 
in hi n there is a bleſſed Concurrence of all that is requi- 
ſite to free us from the Sin and Miſery, we are involved 
in, and to make us everlaſtingly happy. Hence thoſe 
Gentiles while without Chriſt, were fad to be without Hope. 
3, e. of eternal Life, or Happineſs, Eph. 2. 12. In the Re- 
velgtions of the 7 of Chriſt, we have the Ground of 
this Hope of Bleſſedneſs, as Life and Immortality are 
there brought to Light, to us, and the Way to obtain it, 
through Chrift laid before us. | 
bo — 25 the _ Ny = 1an's Ground of his own 7 — 
Expectation of this Happineſs, is the Life of Chriſt begun 
in bis Soul, by the e Wine of Fr Spirit, i) 
o carrying on 2 Work of Sanfification, Thus they have 
a begvenly Life begun in them. And ſo the earneſt and 
Pledge of that heavenly Inheritance, which they hope for. 
In another Place, that bleſſed Inheritance is ſpoken of as 
the Object of the Believer's Hope f, or Chriſt as their 
Fre- runner, entring into it and 1 Poſſeſſion of it for 
them. Zeb. 6.18, 19. And it is called the Anchor of the 
Soul, as it preſerves the Believer ſteady and fixed in this 
{Auctuating, tempeſtuous World, while it enters into that, 
within the Vail, even Chriſt. And in this Senſe it may 
be underſtood, that Chriſt is ſaid, to be in them the Hope 
of Glory : As this right Exerciſe of this Hope, purifieth 
their Hearts even as he is pure. (1 John 3. 2, 3.) Their real 
Deſire to be like Chriſt in his Purity and Holineſs, and 
| Their Hope that they ſhall be ſo, without any Remains of 
Bin, or Imperfection, when the ſhall fee him as he is, 
Pat his glorious Appearing. So Tit. 2. 13. Col. 1. F. 
But not to e W 
Summarily, Chriſt may be ſaid to be in them, as the 
Oheck of their frequent Contemplation and Admiration, their 
fervent Deſires, Delight ani Foy. Cloſe and fixed Con- 
þ tempjation unites the Faculty to the Object. And thus, 
|. by right Thoughts and ſpiricual Underſtanding of the Re- 
6 Velations which are made of Jeſus Chriſt, in the Goſpel, 
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the Soul is united unto him. When they have realizing 
Views of his divine Excellencies, and behold in him the 
Glories, as of the only begotten of the Father, as alſo 
his mediatorial Excellency, they are pleas'd and delight- 
ed; yet fill d with Wonder, at what they cannot com- 
prehend, of his unſearchable Riches. 1 
When the Deſire of their Soul is to his Name, and the 
Remembrance of him, and the Meditation of him is ſweet 
unto them, and their Deſires ſtill more enlarged after 
him, and ſo far as they fee and know him, their Hearts 
are filld with Complacency and Joy in him; then Chriſt 
may be ſaid to be in them as he is graciouſly manifeſted 
unto them, & the Powers of their Souls are rightly exerci- 
ſed towards him. Sometimes being enabled to apprehend 
him as the Lord their Righteouſneſs, as their great High 
Prieſt and Interceſſor, as their own Saviour and Portion; 
they rejoice in him ; rejoice in Hope of being-with him 
in Glory, (Phil. 3. 3. 1 Pet. 1. 8.) | E IR 
2. Chriſt may be ſaid to be n Believers, cauſally, or 
as a mighty and powerful Cauſe, operating in them, pro- 
ducing gracious and ſaving Effefs. And thus he is ſaid to 
be in them by his Holy Spirit, asin the Text, y. 11. and 
v. 9. But ye are not in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit, if 
fo be the Spirit of God dwell in you. By being in the 
Fleſb, we are to underſtand an unconverted carnal State. 
And being in the Spirit, being regenerate or born of the 
Spirit, as our Saviour's Expreſſion is, John 3. 3. The E. 
vidence of this, is the Spirit's dwelling in them. This 
muſt intend not only as to his immenſe Eſſence, for ſo he is 
preſent every where- and in all Things. But alſo as a 
powerful Cauſe, and his efficacious Influence; producing 
| Grace and Holineſs in them. His dwelling in them ſeems 
do import both his ruling in them, and his abiding Reſidente, 
having formed them for himſelf, he will dwell in them, and 
poſſeſs them as his own, for ever, (Job. 14. 16. 
It is the eſpecial Office of the Holy Spirit, proceeding 
Hoem God the Father and the Son; or ſent by the Father in 
the Mediator's Name, to apply the Benefits of Redemp- 
tin, Though we are to believe that he is of the ſame 
_ * glorious'Nature and E/fence-; yet in this bleſſed Works hg 


. CHRIST the Life 


| ent have the e Office of the prime Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel-Kingdom. Thus our Lord, who calls him the Para- 
clete, or (as it is rendred) the Comforter, promiſes to ſend 
him to accompany the preaching of the Goſpel, and to 
orgs the World of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of Fudgment, 

John 16. 7, 8. 

(r.) He may be ſaid to bein Believers, or real Chrif. 
tins, as the Efficient or Author of all that Grace which is 
in them. ITbe Principle of Grace, or Diſpoſition to act 
hoi is from the Spirit of Chriſt. It is he that im- 
| ' 2x05 It 1n the Soul. Hence ſuch as are renewed are 

aid tobe his Workmanſbip, created in Chriſt: Feſus unto good 
E. Horks. Eph. 2. 10. The Word of Gad is the Inſtrument 
| gwhich he uſes to this End.---Either written, but more e- 
ſpecially the Preaching of it. Hence our Saviour inter- 

Þ ceding for his People faith, * Sandify them through thy 
Irutb, thy Word is Truth. And hence real Chriſtians are 
fad to be begotten by the Goſpel ; f and by the Word of 
Trab. The Holy Spirit enlightning their Underſtand- 
E685, aud rectifying them, enables them to ſee the Rea- 
blity and Glory of che Things revealed in the Goſpel con- 
cerniog Chriſt, and the Way of Salvation by him; thus 
Eby his gracicus Teaching and Learning them, draws their 
Heute to Chriſt ; and they bow to his Sceptre, and are 
ling that he ſhould rule over them; and that his per- 
ect Righteouſneſs, and the rich Grace of God ſhould 
have the Honour of their Salvation from Sin, and eternal 
punichment; and by renewing the Underſtanding, and 
ſuch gracious and effectual Teaching, a new Biaſs, a di- 
vine Rectitude is given to the ſeveral Af eftions of the Soul. 
E Holy Diſpoſitions of Soul, as Faith in Chriſt, Truſt, Meek- 
uche, Humility, Patience, Submiſſion - and holy Affections, 
us Lore to God, reverential lr of Him, cat Sorrow for 
Sin, Hope, Delight and Foy in God, &c are called Graces, 
becauſe graciouſly and 159 given of God, and wre'tan 
his People by the Influence of his Spirit. Hence e ; 
alſo, Fruits of the Spirit, Gal. 5. 22, 23. = 
When the Work of Faich is wrought, whereby "het 2 

. and embrace Chriſt as its only and cog 2p 
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Saviour, theſe other divine Vertues and Graces are alſo 

wro't in the Soul, a right and clear Underſtanding of the 
great Truths of the Goſpel, given by the manifeſt Influence 


of the Holy Spirit, being the Ground of them all, and thus 


Chriſt may be ſaid, to be formed in them. As we are to 


underſtand that Expreſſion of the Apoſtle, Gal. 4. 19.---. | 
Of whom J travail in Birth again, until Chriſt be formed in 
you. Chriſt may be ſaid to be formed in them, when they 


aving a Conviction of their natural Eſtate, and ſuch a: 
* ſpiritual Knowledge of the Goſpel-Revelations of Chriſt, 
as heartily to receive him as he is offer'd in the Gebel; and 
have thoſe divine Graces wrought in them, wherevy they 
bear a Reſemblance of him, in his moral Excellencies, and 
are diſpoſed to be Followers of him, as dear Children. 


| 


- And this is what we are to underſtand by our Saviour's 
endearing Words in his interceſſory Prayer for his Peo- 
ple, John 17. 21. That they all may be one as thou Father 


art in me and I in thee, that they alſo may he une in un. Not 


only that they will be incorporated into one Body, Where 
of Chriſt is the Head, but that they might be all animated 


by the ſame Spirit, ſanctified through the Truth, and that 
they might be one in the Faith, and joined together in the 


oO 


Bands of Love and Charity, as in the laſt Verſe That the 
Love wherewith thou baſt loved me, may be in them, and I in 


them ; That with the divine Anowlelge given them, cht 


Love of God might be ſhed abroad in their Hearts by that 


Holy Spirit, which was in Chriſt without Meaſure: ; And 
that this divine Love might be a commanding Principle 


of Holineſs in them, that in the lively Exerciſes of Faith 


and Love, Chriſt might ever dwell in their Heart. 
(.) As the Cauſe or Author of all that Holineſs which is 


octed by them. As by his Holy Spirit he gives the Principle 
of Grace, by healing and aſſiſting the Underſtanding, and 


thus rectifying the other Faculties of the Soul, ſo by his* 
_ gracious Co-operation, he draws forth theſe gracious Diſ> 


_ Poſitions into Exerciſe. As he begins ſo he carries on the 


= 3 in the Soul. Therefore we are directed to 
ook unto Feſus, as the Author and Finiſher af our . Faith, 
(Heb. 12. I.) And the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, I live, yet not 


 4:-bus Chriſt kvetb in _ He liv'd a holy fpiricual Life, 


16 ere * 
in the Exereiſe of Grace; but this deriv d from Chriſt; in 
| the Actions of his Life, being actuated by a Principle af 
Faith, enliven'd by tae Conſideration of Chriſt's Love in 

giving himſelf for him. Gal. 2. 20. . 
| to perform theex- 


| * By the Shirt, Believers are enabled 

F ternal Duties of Piety, and moral Actions, in a boly Man- 
ner, with becoming Views and Deſigns, doing all as unto 
te Lord: Therefore ſuch as live holily are ſaid, to walk 
| in the Spirit, or after the Spirit. And through the Spirit 
to moriify the Deeds of the Body. As in this Chapter, y. 
$ x. and 13. Which mean that they have a new Nature gi- 
ven them, are become ſpiritually- minded, & through the 
& gracious Influences of the Spirit are enabled to deny and 
W juppreſs their carnal Appetites and ſinful Inclinations, 
and tolrye a divine Life. By his powerful Aids, his rul- 
| mg in them and guiding of them they are enabled to o- 
| vercome Temptations. (1 John 4: 4.) And are eſtahli- 


' 
{ 
' 


bed with Grace. And have their Hearts comforted and 
refreſhed; 7 % W N 
bi * Chriſt tells his Diſciples Joh. 15. 4, F. As the Branch 
| cannot bear Fruit of e [except it abide in the Vine, no more 
Jan ye except abide in me and V, 5. Without me ye can 
© do nothing. And v. 7. If yeabide in me and my Words a- 
Jide in you, ye ſhall ask what ye will and it ſhall be done 
unto you ; Wich Verſe 2. the Word is the Inſtrument 
hereby they are cleanſed and ſantified, and prepared to 
bring both Fruits unto Holineſs ; the Holy Spirit giving 
EEfhcacy to it, producing Faith in Chriſt. and Love to him 
and enabling them to bring forth much Fruit. —- Thus as 
4 


one obſerves, We have as conſtant and neceſſary a De- 
pendance upon the Grace of the Mediator for all the ſpi- 
ritual and divine Life, as we have upon the Providence of 
| the Creator, for all the Actions of the natura Liſe; for 
as co both, tis in the divine Power that we lie, ant 
F< moveand bave our Being. It is only. gh che Merit 
of Chriſt that we have Acceptance with God and f ,. 
| cation, and by his Spirit that we. have the Beginning 


Grace, and e Progreſs of it in Saut zaatiun n 
Having thus eonſiderèd theſe Jacted Paſſages uicht 
preſent that myſterious Unigu, Which there iy between _ 


II. That the Bodies of ſuch who helleve in Chriſt, or hof 
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Cnmisr and real Chriſtians ; may it be improv d, to aſſiſt 
a ſerious, and ſtrict Enquiry into our own State, whether 
we are really ſuch? And may on ſuch Greund expect to 
be owned by Chriſt ? In this great Point of Trial, Perſons 
had need to beware of miſunderſtanding Scripture Me- 
taphors and Similies,and per verting them, as if they were 
to be taken in a ſtrict and proper Senſe, and ſo running 
into wild, extravagant Imaginations ; and on the other 
Hand, beware of explaining away their juſt Senſe, as if 
this Union of Chriſt and Believers were not a real Thing. 
Nor is it only a political or federal Union; but carrying in 
it a new and gracious Relation to Chriſt, a bleſſed and di- 
vine Change, as to the State and Temper of their Souls. A 
Union of Spirits, Deſigns andAims, Intereſts and Inclina- 
tions: So that the happy Subject of it may be juſtly calls; 
ed, a new Creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 8 A 
By this then let us very carefully examine ourſelves ; 
rightly underſtanding the Scriptures, and the Diſpoſiti- 
ons of our Hearts.---Examine yourſelves, ſaith the Apo- | 
ſtle, ( 2 Cor. 13. 5.) Know ye- not that Chriſt is in you 
[nar of be Reprobates, or ſuch as are rejected, diſ-F 
approved. And another Apoſtle (1 John 3. 24.) Herebyl 
we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he bath 
given us, i. e. as it is underſtood © by that ſacred Diſpos 
« ſition and Frame of Soul which he hath conferred ups 
« on us; which being a Spirit of Faith in God and 
« Chriſt, of Love to God and Man, appears to be of 
46 God. And on the contrary, we are taught, in our 
Context, Verſe 9. If any Man have not the Spirit f "Chriſt 
de is none of his. i. e. If he have not the Spirit of God 
as his Teacher and Guide; and is nor conformable tothe 
— of Chriſt as his Pattern, if he have not a Spirit and 
Temper of Holineſs, of Meekneſs and Humility, of For- 
bearance and Forgiveneſs, of Charity, Peaceableneſs and | 
. Govodneſs,---He is none of bis. He will not be oed ag | 
one of Chriſt's Diſciples, and Children another Day. | 


1 
dave Chriſe in them; are liable to Death, ds wel as rg 
eee of, Sin. I Lor although) Chriſt be in gal, e 
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22 dead. — Though there be a m yſterious, gracious Us 
nion between Chriſt and Believers ;/ ſuch a Union as 
ſhall never be diſſolved ; a federal Union, ſuch a Covenant 
as ſhall never be broken, never forgotten an his Part; 
and ſuch divine 2 and Diſpoſitions wrought in their 
Souls, as bear a bleſſed Reſemblance of Chriſt, ſuch as ſhall 
never be loſt, and he hath taken Poſſeſſion of them for 
i. himſelf ; yet all this ſhall not prevent the Diſſolution 
of the near Union of their Souls and Bodies. If the Uni- 
on be ever ſo dear or deſirable, and the Inclination to 
it's Continuance ever ſo natural or ftrong ; if ſtren 
thned with the greateſt Ties of Endearment, from ear 
1y Friends or fondeſt Relatives ; yet it mult be difſoly- a 
ed. There is no Man has Power over the Spirit, to retain 
C the Spirit, neither bas be Power in the Day of Death. 
Eccleſ. 8. 8. | 
After this Se eparation, the Body is 2 ; it is lifeleſs 
uſeleſs and inactive, and muſt —— to the Earth as it 
Wag. The Origin and Cauſe of this we have Account 
of in the Beginning of our Bible. And thus 4 Apoltle 
teaches us to underſtand it, Rom. 5. 12. 22 Man 
Ein entred into the World, and Death by Sin, md Death © 
bath paſſed upon all Men, for that 112 have ſinned. This 
chen, is the Fruit of the firſt Tranſgreſſion. The Body 
dead becauſe of Sin. The Sentence denounced upon 
Ilan in Caſe of Sin, is not revok'd and diſannul ed. 
And the Death of the Bodies of Saints is a remaining 
Token of God's Diſpleaſure againſt Sin.“ With Re- 
© ſpect to a temporal Deat —— is no Difference between 
chem that are ſanctiſied and them that are not; their Bo- 
= are a frail Houſe of Clay: They muſt quickly put 
chem off. Thus an Apoſtle expected, (2 Pet. 1. 14.) 
And ſo muſt Saints of every Order, as well as the mean 
eſt Sinner. | 
The Life which Chriſt hath purchaſed, and which is 
aprons ro Believers in the Goſpel, doth not immoxta - 5, 
ne their Bodies in this preſent. State; doth not 2 hl 
from preſent temporal Death ; Though this la/ fe. 
all be deſtroy'd ; and they that are Chriſt's thall 6-8 i: 
| Compleat Deliverance from ee a 2 Rares 
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But now they have no Security from its Arreſt : - Nor 
is there any apparent Difference as to the Manner of 
their dying. As dieth the Wiſe, ſo dieth theFool. Even of the 

 Ungodly, it may ſometimes be obſerved, that they have no 

Bands in their Death: +++ When the dear Children of God 
may ſometimes have very grievous and hard Deaths.---- ! 
Though ſuch as are united unto Chriſt by Faith, are de- 
liver'd from the Hurt of Death, the Sting of it, being 
taken away, which is Sin, yet they are not deliver d from 
_— Death, but over them, the ſecond Death hath na 

Let us here make ſome brief Reflectiont. 

1. Since none have any Reaſon to expect Exemption 

from Death, it becomes us all to make it the Subject of 
our frequent Meditation. Seeing it is the common Lo 
of all Men, and in the Midſt of Life, we are in Death ; 
it is very great Stupidity for any to be thoughtleſs and 
unconcerned about it. Serious Thoughts of the Cer- 
tainty of it, and the awful Change it will make in our Con- 
dition, would have a great Tendency to make us in ear- 
neſt to prepare for it. Let the Thought affect your 
Heart that if your Bodies be now ever ſo ſtrong and 
healthfulz ever ſo comely and deſirable, they muſt : jurely 
die, and how dreadful to have no Security from the e 
cond Death, eternal Death l- The Siekneſſes, Pains and 
Maladies which we are at any Time viſited with ourſelves, 
and the Diſeaſes and Deaths of our Fellow-Chriſtians, and 
every Corps and Coffin, and every Grave ſhould be affect. 
ing Monitors to us of Death! oo ET IT 
2. This Conſideration, that it is Sin which kilis the Body 
ſhould make us dread and hate and avoid Sin. What an 
Enemy is this, to Mankind, and to thy ſeF/?.Look back 
into all Generations paſt, and can you number the Mil- 
lions that have been flain by it? How many great and 
brave, wiſe and good, pious excellent and wiethl ! It 
is by Reafon of Sin, that their Bodios-arettead !- What do 
Mien dread, ordinarily, more than Death? What would 
they not give to purchaſe Deliverauce from it It ig 
the Chief of Terrors! And ſhould we not drgad aud hate 
tba which is the procuring Cauſe of it? Dread it mor & 
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This ſhould alfo ſerve to lead us into the Conſide- 
ration of the evil Nature of Sin, as it is againſt Gop : In 
the Puniſhment inflicted, by a juſt Judge, we read the 
=: Heinouſneſs of the Crime. How offenſive and diſplea- 
ing muſt it be to God, who, though full of Benigniry, 
© Tendernefs and Kindneſs to his Creatures; yet inflicts 
Death for Sin ? And everlaſting Excluſion from his Fa- 
vour, and Pains unutterable on ſuch as continue in it! 
We ſhould ſet our ſelves to think, what an evil Thing, 
as well as bitter, Sin is. Ef pecially, by conſidering the 
Death of our bleſſed Saviour "for Sin, and the Senſe he - 
had of the Wrath.of God, due unto it, in the Agonies of | 
his Soul for it! We may have a Fear of Sin, and Sor- +: 
row for it, from the Thoughts of Death, and the Evils 
we are expos d t — it, = yet not be true Penitents. 
Nor if we ſhould reform ouf Lives and turn from it, from 
och Fears. We muſt alſo be convinced of the right- 
ful Authority of our great Law-giver and how by Sin we 
have broken his wiſe, and righteous, and good Laws, 
and what Reproach we have caſt upon his glorious Per- 
. ions, and how contrary Sin is to his infinite Purity. 
When our Eyes, (i. e. our well informed and enlightned 
Minds) thus /ee God, we ſhall ab bor — and repens in 
. 2 Aſbes, Job 42, 5, 6. Rom. 7 
oceed to the 2d Doctrine, which 1 ſhall ſpeak to 


more . 


i P. 2. Thar the Spirits true Beliqvers are in a State 
F Life, through Righteouſneſs : they have a divine Life 
| hegun in them, which ſba have an End, and their 
1 re hall be raiſed, to an immortal Life. - 

ough the Body be dead becauſe of Sin, yet the 975. 
- vit is 1 175 becauſe * Righteouſneſs. By the Spirit, we 
may here underſtand the Soul of the renewed Perſon; 
's Itis 2 to be Life, not abſolutely or in an abſtract _ | 
but nf is to what is ed of the Body, 4 
j Right + is here oppos' d to Sin, The Spirit f 
3 living — Nature, but the A, 
| pee of a 8 which 1 hath . 5 eee ; 
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which Believers have becauſe of Righteouſneſs. - '- - 


(1.) The Righteouſneſs of. Chriſt imputed to PIE: 5 I 


the gracious Act of God, immediately upon their belie- 
ving and relying upon it, whereby they are delivered 
from the condemning Sentence of the Law, and entitled un- 
to Life eternal. Chriſt hath fulfilled the Law of a Me- 
diator, having done whatſoever was required of him, in 


that Capacity, in his State of Humiliation ; and as our 5 
Surety he ha th fulfilled the Lato for us, and Juffered the i 


9 


1. I ſhall here, briefly, conſider what we are to un: 
derſtand by Righteouſneſs and Life; or what is that Life 


Curſe due unto us for Sin. As the Sin of Adam, the com- 


mon Father, and federal Head of Mankind, is imputed 
to his natural Offspring, and they are thereby liable to 


Death; ſo the Righteouſneſs of the ſecond Adam, Fefus | 


. Chriſt, is imputed, by the gracious Act of God, to all 
that believe in him, who looks upon chem, on that Account? 
as righteous. | | Wo . x I 


Chriſt having ſuffered the Curſe, God releaſes them | 


from their Obligation to ſuffer it, upon their.complying 
with the Goſpel-Offer. The Surety having paid the 
Debt they are diſcharged. Context Verſe 1. There is 
therefore no Condemnation, to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus; 
et Vertue of Chriſt's paſſive Obedience they are deliver- 
ed from Guilt, and the ſecond Death. And by Vertue 


of his active Obedience, he hav ing fulfilled all Righteouſs || 


neſs 7 they are entitled to an heavenly Life, the. Fruit of 1 
his Purchaſe. r 46.4 4 ö i ; | 
(2.) They have from Chriſt, or by his Spirit, a 


Righteouſneſs imparted to them. A Reffitude of Soul in a FI 


gracious Meaſure reſtor d, which is a dine Life be 


in them, of this Life, their believing in Chriſt, is jultly . | 


accounted the firſt 4#. When the Work of Regener:? 
tion. is wrought in the Soul, it hath a ſpiritualand divine 
2 agen a That Rectitude 5 A 
loſt by the fir acy, is now inſome Degree re- 
cover d. And po 1 0 0 9 Faculties of the Saul. 
Hence they are ſaid to be renewed in Knowledge. affer 

_ . the nage f God, Col. 3. 10. And in Rigbtecineſt A. 
e, Eph. 4. 24. This is called the moral Inag? of | 
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Cod; And hence ſuch as are renewed, or who have 
che Knowledge of God and Chriſt, ſo as to embrace the Of. 
fers and Promiſes of the Goſpel, are ſaid to be Partakers 
F the divine Nature, (2 Pet. 1. 3, 4.) or a divine Na- 
ure. 1, e. they have a divine and beavenly Temper and 
= Diſpoſition of Soul; The Goſpel is the Miniſtration of 
Life to them, by the Spirit: They love God and Chriſt, 
ad their Hearts are ſet for his Service. 
Ihis is @ Life begun in them, which ſhall neuer ceaſe. 
d jincorruptible Seed which liveth and abideth forever. Thus 
Chriſt takes Pyſſeſſion of them for his own, by his Spi- 
rit: He . them for himſelf, that they might live to 
bis Praiſe. “ This Life preſerves the Soul, and by 
God's Ordination, elevates and improves it, and 
makes it meet for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light.” 
Thus when their Body dies, and returns to the Duſt, 
che Spirit is Life; Not only hath it Exiſtence, Life and 
Being and Action, but is /wallow'd up of Life. Its Sanc- 
|  tefication;is perfected, and Rectitude fully reſtored to all its 
= | py The Life of the Saints in Heaven, conſiſts in 
the Viſion and Huition of God in Chriſt. By ſeeing him 
u he is, they are transformed, into his Likeneſs, (1 John 
3. 3.) for this Life and Bleſſedneſs they are prepar d, 
= as it 1s begun in them, by the divine Teaching, and the 
id ſhining into their Hearts, giving them the Light of 
= the Knotoledge of the Glory of God, in the Face (or Perſon) 
= of Chriſt, x Cor. 3. 18, and 4. 6. 


II. That the Bodies of the Saints ſhall be raiſed to 
= mmmortal Life, by his Power who raiſed up Chriſt from the 
Dead. V. 11. Tho' at Death, it is laid aſide as a deſpiſed 
6 broken Veſſel, a Veſſel wherein is no Pleaſure.---Yet it ſhall 
not be loſt. It is ſafely depoſited in his keeping, who 
will be ever mindful of his Covenant: and will have a De- 
© fire to the Work of bis Hands, Fob. 14: 15.) At the Re- 
ſuxrection of the Juſt, their Body ſhall be new formed 
and re: united to their Soul, thoſe Bodies which have 
= flept in the Duſt of the Earth, ſhall aw⅝ałe to eberlaſting 
e. This Doctrine we have eſtabliſned in the Hh 
W Scriptures 3 and I hope it is not tho't, by any df M 


(my Chriſtian Hearers) a Thing incredible, that. God ſhould 
raiſe the Dead. 
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No 


Here the Apoſtle | leads us into two Conſilerations, * 


' which ſhould confirm our Belief of it. 
1. The Reſurrection of Chriſt. The Spirit 


raiſed up Feſus from the Dead.--- That our Lord eus ir 


riſen from the Grave, is a fundamental Article: of out 


holy Religion. If Chriſt be not riſen, our. Faith is vain, 


4 


we are yet in our Sins, and can have no Hope of a 
future Life. Thus the Apoſtle teaches us to argue the 


Reſurrection of Believers from the Reſurrection o Chriſt, 
1 Cor. 15. 16--- But this he and other 72 the Wit⸗ 
neſſes of Jeſus, affirmed conſtantly and taught; that He 
was deliver d for our Offences, and raiſed again for our Fuſ- 


tification. --- He hath redeemed us from the Curſe, being 


made a Curſe for us. Gal. 3. 13. Now we can't be ſaid - 
to be redeemed from the Furie, unleſs our Bodies are 
redeemed from the Power of the Grave; Hence the 


Reſurrection is called the Redemption of the Body. Then 


the Adoption of God's People, or their Relation to him 
as Children thro' Chriſt, will gloriouſly-appear 3 With- 


out this the Redemption is not compleat: But now if 
we believe that Feſus died and rſe again, even ſo them that "4 


ſleep in Feſus will God bring with him. 1 Theſſ. 4. 


7 


14. Chriſt hath overcome-Death, but wherein will his 


Conqueſt appear, it the Bodies of the Saints riſe not? 
our Forerunner who is for us entred into the 
Holy of Holies, and ſhall not his People folloy him 
in hem Order ? Chriſt the firſt 0 and afterwards YI 


He is call 


them that are Chriſt's at his Coming. 


2. They have the Pledge of tis in the Indaling , 


the Holy Shirt. Verſe 11. He ſhall alſo guicken\your mor. 4 
tal Bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in vu That Holy 


Spirit which now in Chriſt's Name is ſent to renew. his 


People, who reſtores their Soul to a divine Life, and ena - ; 


bles them to live unto God. Who ſanctiftes them in 


Spirit Soul and Body, and makes them meet for the Ihheri- 


tance of the Saints in Light ; he will not leave his Work 


| bas ect, he will an eee er 5 5 3 ; 


Th % 3 . 9 — 
4 * 0 » A 


— 


— * 
? = s ! I 
7 
i *% | 

oy 

* 

N - 
* 
' . 


CHRIST the Life 


chat gives ren and divine Life, can as eaſily give 
Life to the Body, tho” it hath long lain in the Grave, 

The Bodies of holy Perſons are the Temples of tbe Holy 
Ghoſt. 1 Cor. g. 16. & C. 19.--- “ And though a may 


; 6s ſuffer d to lie in Ruins a while, yet they ſhall be 


1 


& rebuilt again. In their Fleſh th ey ſhall ſee Cod: Their 


1 IN r new formed, redtified and ſrengrhened, ſhall be- 
= old their Redetmer, in his Glory ! / 


Glorious Things are ſpoken of this Reſurretin of the 
Bodies of the Saints, 1 Cor. 15. 41 --- 4g. There is one 
oy of the Sun, another Glory of the Moon, and another 


| 7 9 75 the Stars : So alſo is the Reſurrection of the dead. 
tig 


own in Corruption, it is raiſed in Incorruption ; it is 


2 in Diſhonour it is raiſed in Glory ! Phil. 3. 20, 21. 


ie look 7-4 the Saviour, the Lord Fefus Chriſt, who ſhall 
Change our vile Body, that it May be faſaioned like unto 


5 =] e wy. 


| USE x. Hence we may learn, che very 
| dition of Saints and Sinners. The Bodies of holy and 


different Con- 
unholy Perſons are in this alike, that they are both 


| liable to bodily Death: Hor the Souls of the god - 
y are in a State of Life ; w 


reas the Souls of- the un- 


| godly are in a State of Death, as well as their Bodies : 


; ; They are ſpiritually dead and liable to eternal Death | 


: Chriſt hath deliver'd his People from the Bondage 


ch the Heathen were ſubject to, through Fear of 


Death, but-ſuch as enjoy the Goſpel, and yet 1 not 


| bow'd- their Souls to Chriſt, and are not renewed in the 
Spirit of their Minds, they are ſtill dead in Treſpaſſes 


- and Sins; and may well tremble at the Thoughts of 
Death! But you ſho d not therefore put it far out of your 
Thoughts: Every Sickneſs, every Danger, every 
* —.— of the Death of others, and a Thouſand other 
Occaſions, ſhould bring to Mind, this King of Terrors! 
=O how Mould you be follicitous, for the Life of your 
. Souls, and that you: may eſcape the. b 
2. How thankful ſbould we by for geſus cg, hrs? 5 


— * we may have Righteouſneſs and Life. 0 what 2 


* 
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an - unſpeakable Gift of divine Love! Who by his O. 

bedience to the Death, is become the Propitiation for © 
our Sins, to reconcile us to God, and that we might be 
deliver d from the Sentence of Death, and hath obtained 
the Holy Spirit for us to create us unto good Works, 
that we might live to his Glory; that our Badies ' 

ſhould be raiſed, and with our Souls be for ever happy 

in the Fruition of him in the heavenly World. 3 
what Acknowledgements and Praiſes are due to God 


and our Saviour for ſuch inexpreſſible Lobe to us ! But 


will any pretend that they are thankful while they bar 
Chriſt out of their Hearts, by their own Thoughtleſf: 

neſs and Unbelief, their holding faſt their Iniquity, and 
refuſing that he ſhould reign over tbem n I 
3. What Support and Comfort do theſe great Truths 
afford to real Chriſtians, at the Proſpect of Death, 
and to thoſe that mourn the Death of ſuch who were in 

Chriſt.. There is Cauſe to mourn for the Death of ſach, 
it would be ſinful not to mourn when, righteous and mer- 
ciful Men are taken away; but while we weep for our- 2 
ſelves, and the common Loſs, what Supports have 
we? What Supports and Comforts, like thoſe. the 
Copel \ us? And theſe we have been conſt- 2 


Such Ground of Comfort there is, I have good Rea- 
lion to believe, with Reſpe& to the Death, Which, by 
the all-governing Providence, happen'd amongſt us the 
laſt Week, the firſt that hath been at — Hoſe (through 
che Mercy of the Moſt High) and which I ought to 

take a ſpecial Notice of, as of a worthy Acquaimunce, 
and dear Chriſtian - Friend, whoſe Death 1 heartly 


What Cauſe of Sorrow have his dear Friends ard 
-Relatives ?. his-dear Conſort, bereav'd of 2 kind, tender, 
and: moſt loving Hutband, of a ſweet, pleaſant and cheat. 
ful. Temper, and an amiable Pattern of the Vertues of 
the married State ! His Family have loſt a good, pious, 
 » Þrudent and faithful Head and Guided! 
What Cauſe to mourn for the publick Taft in the 
Death of a Perſon ſo good and uſeful in all the Reſa- 
AY 3 — LS 
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tions which he ſuſtained, both in Church and State? 
For he was a faithful Man, and feared God above many. 
Having uſed the Office of a Deacon well, he was ma- 
ny Years ſince, (with other pious and worthy Bre- 
thren) choſen to aſſiſt the Paſtors of that Church, in 
their watching over and regulating the Flock : In 
which Service (I am well inform'd) he was 
ſiſting, by his prudent Care, 2972025 and m__ * 
his kind viſiting the ſick and afflicted, warning 1 re- 
buking the unruly and diſorderly. He was a very miniſte- 
rial Man, loving honouring and rho bag upon all 
| Occaſions, his ſpiritual Guides f, who greatly loved 
im, and heartily bewail the Breach made upon them. 
In his military Capacity, he was a Man of firm Cou+ 
5 rage and Reſolution, of which he gave early Proofs: 
of ſteady Loyalty, a Lover of good Order and military | 
| Accomp linens. 

As a ruſtic of the Peace, he was cohcern's and ſtudi- 
ous to ſuppreſs Vice and Profaneſs and to Promote Of- | 
| der, Righteouſneſs and Peace. 
le was a kind, courteous and loving Neigbbenr, a 
P Jaithful and obliging Friend. A prudent Peact- . 
Maker, a Hater of Strife and Diviſions,” ©=* © 
„Though many are mourning on this Occaſion, and 
| the Church and Town to which he was related gene- 


t rally reſent the Loſs ; yet what Ground of Conifort 


Have his dear Relatives and Acquaintance, that though 
is = is dead, yet his Spirit is Life becauſe of  Righ- 


| 155 ne 


oy having pleaſed GOD, "willy Years finics; to bring 
4 him to a feeling and abaſing Senſe, of the Wrerchedneſs | 
| Miſery and Death bro't, upon by Sin, 5 as alſo * 

clear Conviction of the glorious Nene e 


loſt Sinners 3 in arne 0 give him | Appreh en- 
—— — — mmm nem mon mgnnnndeietot ann — 2 * 
| 7 The Legacy (of C. 5060!) Thich n 1 
inf he hath. Th P their 


+ ceſſors, or the Midous * fuck 18 A a further > 
dence of 1 | | 


and 1s entred upon an heavenly and #rernal * 


and Reſurrection of his People. =_—_— 
N . "on 


ſions and clear Views of the Truth of the ſacrgd Ora- 
113 as diſcerning the divine Perfefions, the Wiſdom, 
lolineſs, Love and Grace of God, ſhining forth there- 
in, fach Senſe of his Faithfulne/s, whoſe Word cannot 
poſſibly deceive, as that he ſaw therein ſufficient and un- 
failing Foundation and Warrant, to rely wholly on the 
Righteouſneſs of CnRIST, the only Mediator, as the Hope 
ſet before him. Here he. reſted ſatisfied, this was his 
abiding Conſolation ; both in Health and Sickneſs. ----- -* 
And how good Evidence did he give of the. Truth of 
his Faith, in his Life and Converſation. That it was not 
a dead Faith, but a living active Principle, working by 
Love to God and Man. n 
His Regard to God appear'd in his ſteady Attendance. 
on the Duties of Piety, in his private and Fay Reli. 
N And as one that had ſet his Aeckions on the 
uſe of his God, he was not only a ſtrick Obſerver og 
his Worſhip on the Lord's-Days, but alſo an Example3 
of ferious and. devout Attendance on. other publick 
Occaſions. - 2 73 „ 
And as he that loveth God, loves his Brother alſo, ſo 
this divine Principle in Variety of Ways diſcovered ix 
ſelf. (But theſe Things I ſay, my Brethren, not 1a 
much to embalm the dead, as to excite your Emulatts 
on) As through his Induſtry, Frugality, and one 
Dealing, he had acquired, a conſiderable outward Bs 
tate, ſo he was ready to improve it for the Good f 
others, willing to diſtribute, ready to communicate: Thus 
making to himſelf Friends of this Mammon of Un; 
righteouſneſs. Very courteous and hoſpitable in his Houſe," 
where many, eſpecially Miniſters of Chriſt, have been? 
often entertained and refreſhed, - 7A 
What a happy Foundation, had he laid for Comfort, 
when a Time of Miction and Trial came on? Anda 
With what Calmneſs and Steadineſs, Serenity and Patience: 
he bore his Sickneſs and long Affliction, I am a. Wits 
nmels, and fo were all about him.. 
Maiting upon God, ——as he often expreſs'd 3 but 
.. reſigned to his Diſpoſal, ſaying,” Ar Cod will, . II 
Mill be done. Willing to have lived longer, to hays 
rr ͤn ff.. SEEEoo 
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© | God and his Generation, but quietly reſigning himſelf 

into his Hands, hoping for everlaſting Life through Feſus 

= Chrit.--- Tacre his Thoughts terminated.---S ing of 

= the Greatneſs and Wiſdom of God, in his governing the 

= World, and Care of all his Creatures, even the moſt mi- 

= Ante, as well as the greateſt; He ſaid (with a warm Af- 

= techon) this is the GOD I have choſen for my God, I will 

8 -preije him, He is my God, and my Portion for ever! 

Ss - Every Initance of Kindneſs from Men, led him into 

becoming Acknowledgements of God, adoring his Good- 

| neſs, whoſe tender Mercies are over all his JYorks.---Some- 

times admiring the Wiſdom and Grace of God, who 

had made our. Duty alſo our Intereſt, Advantage and 
Happineſs. ' © 

Ile was grieved that Men ſo diſhonoured and diſ- 

| pleaſed God,---When ſpeaking to him of the Diviſion 

© and , veperation,. which ſome were promoting in ſome 

Places and Churches---- He ſaid; It is of the Devil; Ipray 
God blaſt fuch Deſigns. OE ON, 8 

lis Heart was full of the Tho'ts of God and Chriſt : 

and his pious Expreſſions too many to be enumerated. 


1 9325 


1 


N Words, with ſuch flowing AFection, as his weak State 
could ſcarcely bear. 3 


A ſixes Hope of everlaſting Life; as he ſaw the Goſpel 
do de tine, and that it was impoſſible for God to le: and 
feeling th | = 
And in cheſe, his laßt Days, it pleaſed a gracious God, 


DIE by Chriſtian Behaviour, and pious Counſels and Diſcourſe 


and Reſurreltion of bir People. 9 29 


to ſhed abroad his Love in his Heart, by the Holy haſt: © 
And when an evil Adverſary, would have taken Advan- 
tage, of his bodily Weakneſs and heavy Preſſures, and he 
had ſome grievous Struggles, yet his Faith was always 
victorious. And when — — weariſom Nights were 
appointed him, which made his Spirits heavy, he hach 
been able to ſay, (before Morning, to the Watchers "to*! 
whom he often ſpake very religiouſly) << O the refreſh-” 
ing Comforts of the Holy Spirit! How the flow in 
« upon me! I am brim full! my Heart is full © 

Now how refreſhing ſhould theſe Tho'ts be? "How? 
ſtren gthning to the Hopes of his mourning Friends, that 
his Spirit, which had ſuch Tweet Communion with Cuxisr 
here, is now receiv'd into the bliſsful Manſions of his 
heavenly Father's Houſe ? That his Faith now ends in 
Viſion, and his Hope in Fruition, and that his Life of Grag 
begun here, is now compleated in perfect Knowledge, 
Holineſs and Foy, in beholding the Face of his Redeemer 2 
His Fleſh alſo may reſt in Hope of a glorious Reſarrecti. 
on, at that great Day of Chriſt's Appearing. 

May his dear and ſorrowful Relict moderate her Griefe, 
under her great Loſs, with ſuch Thoughts, and may the 

divine Comforts delight her Soul. Mr her Maker beher 
Husband, and the glorious Redeemer more than ever, be 
her Refuge and Truſt, who is the Jame Te eſcerday, to Days 
and for ever. 

May his adopted Ghildren inherit much of his Spirit, 
and be Followers of him in his Prudence, Piety, Probity, 
Charity and Goodneſs and whatſoever was amiable in 
him, and may they be Bleſſings in this World, and be 
pre fared for a glorious Immortality. | 

d may they and all his dear Rtlativet and Fils 
who are ſerrewing, that they ſball ſee his Face na more; 
comfort their Hearts with the believing” and enlarged 
Views of that glorious Life, which his Spirit is entred 
into; when they call to Remembrance how much there 
was in him, of the ſame Mind, whirb war alſo in Chriſt 
> Jeſus: And may they recolle&t for their Imitation and 

| „ his Sweetneſs and Pleaſancy of Temper; 


Wo CHRIST the Life, 
d particularly, may his dear and pious Relict, refreſh | 
ber Mind, who hath, for ſo many pleaſant Years paſt, 
been therewith delighted and edifyed. ---- This (which 
ro comes to my Mind) among many other Paſſages, -- 
© delerves ſuch Remembrance. A few Nights before 
Heath, when ſhe wiſht him @_good- Night, he repli- 
ed, I. wiſh youa comfortable Repoſe, and when you 
Wake, may your Thoughts. be of God and Chriſt and 
Heaven, may your Heart be filled with the Love of God, 
«© and the Foys.of the Holy Ghoſt, and may God bring 
© ho his heavenly Kingdom.----Amen. 

Kind and good Wiſhes indeed, a pious Farewell! may 
God. give the Bleſlings !---- Even a rich Share of the 
like Faith, Charity, Holineſs and heavenly Mindedneſs, which 

Nere in him; that they may meet and dwell together 
in. the Realms of Light, where there ſhall be no Re- 
mains, nor ſorrowful Effects of Sin; but perfect Holi- 
nels and Love and Pleaſures for ever more, in being 
here Chriſt is to behold his Glory. 
4 To conclude, how ſhould we be all concern'd, 
that we may have this happy Readineſs for Death: 
that our Spirits be in a State of Life, becauſe of Righte- 
ane. It is of the higheſt Concern that we have this 
Mine Life begun in our Souls; without this, we can 
have no good Hope of entring into the World of 
Light and Life above. | 
In Order to this, we ſhould be willing to ſee ourſelves 
dead by the-rightcous Sentence of the Law, and dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, (Eph. 1. 2. Rom. 7.9.) That we 
may ice our Need of a Righteouſneſs to juſtify us, and 
to have a Righteouſneſs wrought in us. And we ſhould 
be willing to ſee our Inability to attain either of theſe 
ourſelves; but as deſirous to ſee that God hath provi- 
ded both for us in Chriſt who is our Life, whoſe perfect 
Righteouſneſs we are invited and commanded to rely 
upon for our Juſtification and directed and encouraged 
to intreat his Holy Spirit to renew and ſanctify us. 
And ſhall we not ſet ourſelves to think of our periſh» / 
ing State, if unregenerate ? and cry to God for the. Lift 


ba cur-Souls ?. Shall we not hearken to his compaſſion- 


ui Refurreflionof bis Pf.. oi 
ate Calls, and cheriſh the Motions of his Spirit ?--- And 
open the everlaſting Doors of our Souls, that the King? 
-f Glory may come in? That he may ſet up his Kings 


dom in us, that we may become the Temples of the Holy 


Ghoſt, that he may lead and rule us, by giving us 2 
right Underſtanding of his Word, and imprinting it on 

our Hearts, and diſpoſing us to * all our Powers 
and Talents, as redeemed by Chriſt, and conſecrated unto 


God, that we may have ſuch happy Pledge of the Refurs 
rection of our frail Bodies, and the Earneſt of that im- 
mortal Life and Glory, which is to be enjoy'd with Chriſe 
in his heavenly Kingdom. Amen. n 
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